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far larger issues involved in his striking departure from
precedent.

"Let the Americans stick to their President and
strengthen his hands. If there is any living man who can
show them the way out of the dangers threatening them,
that man is Mr. Boosevelt."

Writing to me on October 18, 1902, he said:
"I am being very much overpraised by everybody, and
although I suppose I like it, it makes me feel uncomfortable
too. Mind you, I speak the literal truth when I say I know
perfectly well I do not deserve what is said of me. It
really seems to me that any man of average courage and
common-sense, who felt as deeply as I did the terrible
calamity impending over our people, would have done just
what I did."

The Commission was announced on October 15, as fol-
lows :

Brigadier General John M. Wilson, retired, formerly
Chief of Engineers, 'U.S.A.; E. W. Parker, expert mining
engineer, chief statistician of the coal division of the U. S.
Geological Survey and editor of The Engineering and
Mining Journal; George Gray, Judge of the United States
Circuit Court, Delaware; E. E. Clark, Chief of the Order of
Eailway Conductors, sociologist; Thomas H. Watkins,
practically connected with the mining and selling of coal;
Bishop John L. Spalding, of Illinois; Carroll D. Wright,
U. S. Commissioner of Labor, Eecorder of the Commission.

The Commission, which was accepted by the operators,
and by the mine workers in convention, came together at
the White House on October 24, 1902, for organization and
for instructions from the President. Judge Gray was
chosen Chairman. In a brief address, the President said:

"By the action you recommend, which the parties in
interest have in advance consented to abide by, you will
endeavor to establish the relations between the employers
and the wage workers in the anthracite fields on a just and
permanent basis, and as far as possible to do away with any